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The Every Student Succeeds Act outlines how states can use federal money to support public scho
New York receives $1.6 billion in federal funding each year to support its public schools.
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ESSA requires thaterystate assessll students irEnglish languagarts and matheach yeain grades 3-&nd at least
once inhigh schoolWhile New York State does nwave any laws regardimgarent ¢ fightsto choosewhethertheir
children participate irstatetesting, federal law requires that:
X States must ensure th&5% of students in each public school, including charter schuentcipate yearly in
required state assessments.
o This applies to all student subgroups, which include racial/ethnic groups, Bragigpiage
LearnergMultilingualLearners low-income students, and students with disabilities
x If requested, shool disticts and charter schoolare required toprovide parentswith information on state or
local polidgesregardingthe rights of parents to choose ndb have their childrenparticipate in state testing.
X States are not required toreate or change any laws they have in place regarding panergédrenceon
participation in assessments.

There are no consequencés a child who does not participate in a state assessnigatvever, fate assessment results
are used to help:

X Parentslearnabout their Z]o Ecadlemic achievement;

x Teachersinderstand how well students are learning what is being taught

X Schoodistrict, and state education leaders determine what is and is not working awed|

x Stakeholdersdentify achievement gapdat may be formingamong different student populations

When too few students participate @ompletestateassessments]S[2 E (EE p S JeBognizegapsandprovide
151} wupportto the studentswho needit the most. Studentsvho donot do well ona state assessment, or who are
not on track tobecomeproficientin BLA, math, science, and/socialstudiescan qualifyfor 18] } unsiructional

support, guidance counseling, attendance improvement services, and help with study skills.

dZ Aloo % Q}PEZ}}o |- 3%E}oP[@rikts have flexibility to allow students émgagein other activities

such ageadingquietly inthe roomwherethe testis givenor participatngin other activitiesin different roomswhile the
testisadministered. Fostudentswho do not participatein state assessmentdistricts mayhave students engage some
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https://www.nysed.gov/assessments-toolkit
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