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The F&P Benchmark System has be created and refined as a teaching and assessment tool 
over the past twenty years, representing 26 points on a gradient of reading difficulty. Each 
point on that gradient represents a small but significant increase in difficulty over the previous 
level. Following the Benchmark Assessment System's standardized assessment procedure, 
assessors use the leveled benchmark books to identify each student's reading level. 

The F&P Assessment System is administered during a one-on-one student-teacher 
assessment conference. The student reads aloud and talks about a series of benchmark books 
while observed. The assessor notes the reader's behaviors on carefully constructed 
benchmark forms. Using established scoring conventions and procedures for analysis, the 
assessor gathers information about each individual's reading processing, fluency and 
comprehension. This assessment is embedded in instruction, providing: 1) independent, 
instructional and recommended placement levels, 2 ) identification of students who need 
intervention and extra help, and 3) document student progress across a school year. 

Scores are reported on a 26-point gradient, indicated by a level A through Z. The gradient 
corresponds to grade-level equivalents: Kindergarten -A-C, Grade One - 8-1, One 
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level is accurate, by allowing the assessor to adjust the 
level of the assessment to the performance of the 
student, in real time. 

Assessments Woven Tightly Into 
the Curriculum: 

Because of the reliability and validity of this assessment, 
teachers can make immediate use of the assessment 
results. The assessment provides information on specific 
areas in which to adjust instruction, information for 
responsive instructional groups and a depth of 
information for instructional text selection, from an 
instructional level to an independent level. This is the 
specific information needed to adjust instruction and the 
instructional climate to optimize learning and progress. 

Performance Assessment: This is a performance assessment in a very pure form. 
Students display their fluency and comprehension while 
reading. The benchmark texts allow assessors to select 
the best text for performance as part of the assessment 
itself. Students have both the opportunity to display their 
highest level of performance as well as their individual 
areas of need through the carefully constructed 
assessment protocols. 

Efficient Time-Saving While an individual test requires approximately 20 
Assessments: minutes per student, the accuracy of the data provides for 

many efficiencies. The 20 minutes is intensive for the 
individual student, making full use of that time to provide 
valuable data. Instruction in the classroom continues 
throughout the testing period, with returning students 
being provided the necessary supports to return to 
instruction. The assessment results are clear and 
immediately accessible for instructional adjustment. 
Other tests often require hours of teacher release time to 
"drill-down" through the date to determine individual 
student needs. The F&P results yield immediately useful 
data to adjust reading groups, suggest independent 
reading selections, and provide appropriate instructional 
supports. 

Technology: The only technology required to support this assessment 
is a computer that can run CD-ROMs and excel or other 
data collection proorams. 

Degree to which the growth 
model must differentiate across 
New York State's four levels of 
teacher effectiveness (only 
applicable to supplemental 
assessments): 
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STUDENT ASSESSMENTS FOR FORMH 
TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL EVALUATION 

APPLICANT CERTIFICATION FORM-ASSESSMENTS FOR USE WITH STUDENT 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Please read each of the Items below and check the corresponding box to ensure the fulfillment of the 
technical criteria. 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE "FORM H" FOR EACH APPLICANT. CO-APPLICANTS SHOULD SUBMIT 
SEPARATE FORMS. 
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