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General information

Q1. What is the Rural/Single Building School District Independent Evaluator Hardship
Waiver?

The Rural/Single Building School District Independent Evaluator Hardship Waiver (“Hardship
Waiver”) is a waiver from the requirement under Education Law §3012-d and the corresponding
provisions of Subpart 30-3 of the Rules of the Board of Regents that at least one
observation/school visit be conducted by one or more impartial independent trained evaluators
selected and trained by the district. Such waiver must be submitted on a form and in a manner
prescribed by the Commissioner. Pursuant to Subpart 30-3 of the Rules of the Board of Regents,
hardship waivers will only be granted for a rural school district or a school district with only one
registered school pursuant to §100.18 of the Commissioner’s regulations that, due to the size and
limited resources of the school district, is unable to obtain an independent evaluator within a
reasonable proximity without an undue burden.

Please note that approval of this Hardship Waiver does not constitute a waiver from the
requirement that teachers/principals have at least two observations/school visits conducted
annually. If a Hardship Waiver is granted, the district must instead conduct such
observations/school visits utilizing one or more evaluators selected and trained by the district
who are different than the evaluator(s) that conducted the observations/school visits required to
be performed by the principal/supervisor or other trained administrator (e.g., an assistant
principal in the same school building as the teacher being evaluated).

Q2. How does my district file the Independent Evaluator Hardship Waiver?

The Hardship Waiver should be submitted to the Department for review via the SED Monitoring
and Vendor Performance System, available through the NYSED Application Business Portal,
available at: http://portal.nysed.gov. If you experience issues logging into the portal, contact
seddas@nysed.gov for assistance. Please note that technical difficulties do not constitute a valid
reason for failing to submit a waiver application in any school year for which a waiver is needed.
Please also note that the Department will not accept late or incomplete submissions for Hardship
Waivers (a complete submission must include the completed and signed application, including
all required materials), and all districts must submit their completed materials by
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reasonable proximity without an undue burden, then the district must apply for and receive
approval of a Hardship Waiver from this requirement.

If the district does not apply for or seek renewal of the waiver in each school year, then the
observation/school visits in the second required subcomponent of the Teacher
Observation/Principal School Visit category must be conducted by one or more impartial
independent trained evaluators selected and trained by the district. Such evaluators may be
employed within the district, but may not be assigned to the same school building (defined by its
BEDS Code) as the teacher/principal being evaluated.

Q4.
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same school building (defined by its BEDS Code) as the teacher/principal being evaluated.

Evidence of hardship


mailto:educatoreval@nysed.gov
http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/teachersleaders/plans/home.html
mailto:hardship@nysed.gov

Rural/Single Building School District Independent Evaluator Hardship Waiver FAQ

Renewal process
Q13. How does my district renew its Independent Evaluator Hardship Waiver?

Independent Evaluator Hardship Waivers must be submitted on an annual basis. Thus, if your
district submits by February 1, 2016 and is approved by the Commissioner for an Independent
Evaluator Hardship Waiver for the 2015-16 school year, but finds that it is still experiencing a
hardship and requires a waiver in the subsequent school year, your district must apply by
February 1, 2017 in order to receive a waiver for the 2016



