Getting Ready for School
Reading with Your Child&very

Reading books aloud with children in any
language can introduce them to



™ Types of Books Preschoolers Tend to Like

Your child will enjoy atosing books with topics and characters that hi
or she finds interesting. But what are the types of books young children

like? Here’s a list to provide you with some ideas:
3-4 Years of Age

f Small books that fit into small hands and has thick

pages.

f Books with simple rhymes.

f Books with familiar routines such as bathing and
bedtime.
f
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Lift the flap books.
Books that they can learn “by heart” because they have
few words

4-5 Years of Age

Books that tell stories.

Books that make them laugh.

Books they can “memorize”.

Books about familiar reafttorld objects and events: trucks,
going to school, animals, insects.

f Counting books, alphabet books, nfiction books
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™ Read with Your Child: Shared Reading Practices

In shared reading, you sit with your child and you ra&okthat your child is
interested in.

x While readingyou pause every now and then to ask your chpenended
guestions (ex., Why dgou think Max escapes to the land of the Wild Things?).

x Ask questions that start with “What if” or “Suppose”. Expand on your child’s
answers.

f Encourage your child tnake predictions, comment, and ask you questions altioeit
storyas you read.

f Choose times when you're not in a rusf yourshared readingime. You want to be able
to give your child as much time as he or she wants to dig into the story and characters

™ When Once is Not Enough: Repeated Reading Practices

Your child will love to hear his or her favorite books read aloud over and over again. This is a gdod thing

Repeated readings of the same book hejpar child master the story line, the language used in the baok

encourages a love of reading. Here are some ways to make repeated readings interesting:

f Welcome your child’s comments and questions about the story. Have a conversation about it.

f Letyou child “read” the story to you. After hearing a story read many times, your child will memorize
sections of it and enjoy saying the words and turning the pages of the book as if he or she were reading.

f Letthe child pick the book for you to read. Show that you are excited about the story even if you've read this
story dozens of times.
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