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Common Core  

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  
 
Key Ideas and Details 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events 
caused later ones or simply preceded them. 
 

Craft and Structure  
4. Determine the meanings of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 
5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or 

analysis. 
6. Compare the points of view of two or more authors in their treatments of the same or similar 

topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
 
Integrat ion of Knowledge and Ideas  

7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 
analysis in print or digital text. 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 
9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary 

sources. 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9-10 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
 
Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships between 
the claims(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form, and in a manner that anticipates 
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which the work is written . 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the 
argument presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events or technical 
processes. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia, when useful to aiding 
comparison. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 



6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and 
to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

Range of Writing  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards  
 

Comprehension and Collaboration  
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate views), 
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the 



Presentat ion of Knowledge and Ideas  
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such 

that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 
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Global History and Geography  
 

In Grades 9 and 10 Social Studies, students will examine Global History and Geography. This two-
year sequence is arranged chronologically beginning with the Paleolithic Era and continuing 
through the present. 
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Grade 9: Unifying Themes Aligned to Key Ideas  
 

  Key 
Ideas 

9.1 9.2 9.3 9.4 9.5 9.6 9.7 9.8 9.9 9.10 

 Themes            

1 
Individual 
Development and 
Cultural Identity  
(ID) 

 
          

2 

Development, 
Movement, and 
Interaction of 
Cultures 
(MOV) 

 

          

3 
Time, Continuity, 
and Change 
(TCC) 

 
  ●        

4 
Geography, 
Humans, and the 
Environment 
(GEO) 

 
●  ● ●       

5 

Development and 
Transformation 
of Social 
Structures 
(SOC) 

 

 ●         

6 
Power, Authority, 
and Governance 
(GOV) 

 
  ●     

Ɣ  



Grade 9: Global History and Geography I  
 
Grade 9 begins with the Paleolithic Era and the development of the first civilizations, continues with 
an examination of classical societies, and traces the expansion of trade networks and their global 
impact. The course emphasizes the key themes of interactions over time, shifts in political power, 
and the role of belief systems. 
 
The first three Key Ideas review content from Grade 6 and will not require as much instructional 
time as other Key Ideas. Other Key Ideas may require additional instructional time such as 9.5 
Political Powers and Achievements, 9.9 Transformation of Western Europe and Russia and 9.10 
Interactions and Disruptions. 
 
While the course emphasizes the importance of historical and spatial thinking, all of the social 
studies practices and standards are included in the study of global history and geography. 

  
The First Civilizations, ca. 10,000 B.C.E. – ca. 630 C.E. 

 
9.1 DEVELOPMENT OF CIVILIZATION: The development of agriculture enabled the rise of the 
first civilizations, located primarily  along river valleys; these complex societies were 
influenced by geographic conditions , and shared a number of defining political, social, and 
economic characteristics.   
(Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH) 
 

9.1a The Paleolithic Era was characterized by non-sedentary hunting and gathering lifestyles, 
whereas the Neolithic Era was characterized by a turn to agriculture, herding, and semi-
sedentary lifestyles. 
 

 Students will analyze the political, social, and economic differences in human lives 
before and after the Neolithic Revolution, including the shift in roles of men and women. 

 
9.1b Complex societies and civilizations adapted to and modified their environment to meet the 
needs of their population. 
 

 Students will explore how the Mesopotamian, Shang, and Indus River valley civilizations 
adapted to and modified their environments to meet their need for food, clothing, and 
shelter. 

 
9.1c Complex societies and civilizations shared common characteristics of religion, job 
specialization, cities, government, language/writing systems, technology, and social hierarchy, 
and they made unique contributions. 
 

 Students will explore the Mesopotamian, Shang, and Indus River valley civilizations by 
examining archaeological and historical evidence to compare and contrast 
characteristics and note their unique contributions. 

 
9.2 BELIEF SYSTEMS: RISE AND IMPACT: The emergence and spread of belief systems 
influenced and shaped the development of cultures, as well as their traditions and identities. 
Import ant similarities and differences between these belief systems are found in their core 
beliefs, ethical codes, pract ices, and social relationships.  



9.2a Belief systems developed beliefs and practices to address questions 



An Age of Expanding Connections, ca. 500 – ca. 1500 
 
9.4 RISE OF TRANSREGIONAL TRADE NETWORKS: During the classical and postclassical eras, 
transregional trade networks emerged and/or expanded. These networks of exchange 
influenced the economic and political development of states and empires .  
(Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: ID, MOV, GEO, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 
 

9.4a Afro-Eurasian transregional trade networks grew across land and bodies of water. 
 

 Students will identify the location of the transregional trade networks noting regional 
connections between the Indian Ocean complex, Mediterranean Sea complex, Silk 
Roads, and Trans-Saharan routes. 

 
9.4b New technologies facilitated and improved interregional travel during this era by allowing 
people to traverse previously prohibitive physical landscapes and waterways. 
 

 Students will examine the technologies that facilitated and improved interregional 
travel along the Indian Ocean and Trans-Saharan networks of exchange. 

 
9.4c Interregional travelers, traders, missionaries, and nomads carried products and natural 
resources, and brought with them enslaved people and ideas that led to cultural diffusion. 

 
 Students will identify and explain the importance of at least two key resources and/or 

products and/or luxury items vital to exchanges along the Indian Ocean complex, 
Mediterranean Sea complex, Silk Roads, and Trans-Saharan routes. 

 Students will identify trade networks involved in the exchange of enslaved people and 
explore the nature of slavery during this time period. 

 Students will examine the diffusion of religious ideas along the Indian Ocean complex, 
Silk Roads, and Trans-Saharan routes. 

 Students will examine the travels of Zheng He, Ibn Battuta, and Marco Polo and the 
influence of their journeys. 

 
9.4d Control of transregional trade and economic growth contributed to the emergence and 
expansion 



9.5b Political states and empires employed a variety of techniques for expanding and 
maintaining control, and sometimes disrupted state-building in other regions. 
 

 Students will examine the locations and relative sizes of postclassical states and empires 
at the heights 



9.7a Three belief systems influenced numerous, powerful states and empires across the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

 
 Students will map the extent of the Muslim, Neo-Confucian, and Christian realms and 

compare the relative size and power of these realms ca. 1400. 
 Students will map the extent of the Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty at the height 

of their power. 
 

9.7b The dominant belief systems and the ethnic and religious compositions of the Ottoman 
Empire and the Ming Dynasty affected their social, political, and economic structures and 
organizations. 

 
 Students will analyze how the ethnic and religious compositions of the Ottoman Empire 

and the Ming Dynasty were reflected in their political and societal organizations. 
 

9.7c The Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty had different views of the world and their place 
in it. Islam under the Ottoman Empire and Neo-Confucianism under the Ming Dynasty 
influenced the political, economic, military, and diplomatic interactions with others outside of 
their realm. 

 
 Students will examine Ming interactions with European traders and Christian 

missionaries.   
 Students will examine how the Ottomans interacted with Europeans noting the role of 

Suleiman the Magnificent. 
 

9.8 AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS PRE-1600: The environment, trade networks, and belief 



 Students will investigate the achievements and contributions of the Aztec, Inca, and 
Songhai empires. 

 
9.9 TRANSFORMATION OF WESTERN EUROPE AND RUSSIA: Western Europe and Russia 
transformed politically, economically, and culturally ca. 1400 –1750.  This transformation 
included state building,  conflicts, shifts in power and authority, and new ways of 
understandin g their world.  
(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: ID, MOV, TCC, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH) 

 
9.9a The Renaissance was influenced by the diffusion of technology and ideas. The Islamic 
caliphates played an important role in this diffusion.  
 

 Students will investigate technologies and ideas, including printing and paper, 
navigational tools, and mathematics and medical science that diffused to Europe, noting 
the role of the Islamic caliphates. 

 Students will explore shifts in the Western European Medieval view of itself and the 
world as well as key Greco-Roman legacies that influenced Renaissance thinkers and 
artists. 

 Students will examine political ideas developed during the Renaissance, including those 
of Machiavelli. 

 
9.9b The Reformation challenged traditional religious authority, which prompted a counter 





 Students will explore how new transoceanic routes shifted trade networks (e.g., Indian 
Ocean, the Silk Road, Trans-Saharan) in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

 Students will explore how shifts in the global trade networks and the use of gunpowder 
affected the Ottoman Empire. 

 Students will examine the development of European maritime empires and 
mercantilism. 
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1750–1914: An Age of Revolutions, Industrialization, and Empires  

 
10.2: ENLIGHTENMENT, REVOLUTION, AND NATIONALISM: The Enlightenment called into 
question traditional beliefs and inspired widespread political, economic, and social change. 
This intellectual movement was used to challenge political authorities in Europe and 
colonial rule in the Americas.  These ideals inspired political and social movem ents.  
(Standards:  2, 3, 5; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, CIV) 
 

10.2a Enlightenment thinkers developed political philosophies based on natural laws, which 
included the concepts of social contract, consent of the governed, and the rights of citizens. 

 
 Students will examine at least three Enlightenment thinkers, including John Locke, 

Baron de Montesquieu, and Jean-Jacques 



10.3b Factors including new economic theories and practices, new sources of energy, and 



 Students will compare and contrast maps of Africa from ca. 1800 and ca. 1914, noting 
the changes and continuities of ethnic groups and regions, African states, and European 
claims. 

 
1914–Present: Crisis and Achievement in the 20th Century 

 
10.5 UNRESOLVED GLOBAL CONFLICT (1914–1945): World War I and World War II led to 
geopolitical changes, human and environmental devastation, and attempts to bring stability 
and peace. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GEO, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH) 
 

10.5a International competition , fueled by nationalism, imperialism, and militarism along with 
shifts in the balance of power and alliances, led to world w ars. 

 
 Students will compare and contrast long- and short-term causes and effects of World 

War I and World War II. 
 

10.5b Technological developments increased the extent of damage and casualties in both World 
War I and World War II. 

 
 Students will compare and contrast the technologies utilized in both World War I and 

World War II, noting the human and environmental devastation. 
 

10.5c The devastation of the world wars and use of total war led people to explore ways to 
prevent future world wars. 

 
 Students will examine international efforts to work together to build stability and peace, 

including Wilson’s Fourteen Points, the Treaty of Versailles, the League of Nations, and 
the United Nations. 

 
10.5d Nationalism and ideology played a significant role in shaping the period between the 
world wars. 

 
 Students will examine the Russian Revolution and the development of Soviet ideology 

and nationalism under Lenin and Stalin. 
 Students will examine the role of nationalism and the development of the National 

Socialist state under Hitler in Germany. 
 Students will examine the role of nationalism and militarism in Japan. 
 



10.6 UNRESOLVED GLOBAL CONFLICT (1945–1991: THE COLD WAR): The second half of the 
20th  century was shaped by the Cold War, a legacy of World War II. T he United States and 
the Soviet Union emerged as global superpowers engaged in ideological, political, econ omic, 
and military competition.  
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 

 
10.6a The Cold War originated from tensions near the end of World War II as plans for peace 
were made and implemented. The Cold War was characterized by competition for power and 
ideological differences between the United States and the Soviet Union.   

 
 Students will compare and contrast how peace was conceived at Yalta and Potsdam 

with what happened in Europe in the four years after World War II (i.e., Soviet 
occupation of Eastern Europe, Truman Doctrine, Berlin blockade, NATO). 

 
10.6b The Cold War was a period of confrontations and attempts at peaceful coexistence. 

 
 Students will investigate the efforts to expand and contain communism in Cuba, 

Vietnam, and Afghanistan from multiple perspectives. 
 Students will examine the new military alliances, nuclear proliferation, and the rise of 

the military -industrial complex. 
 Students will examine the reasons countries such as Egypt and India chose 

nonalignment. 
 Students will explore the era of détente from both American and Soviet perspectives.   

 
10.6c The end of the Cold War and the collapse of the communist bloc in Europe had a global 
impact. 
 

 Students will investigate the political reforms of glasnost and economic reforms of 
perestroika. 

 Students will examine the impacts of those reforms within the Soviet Union, on the 
Soviet communist bloc, and in the world. 

 

10.7 DECOLONIZATION AND NATIONALISM (1900–2000): Nationalist and decolonization 
movements employed a variety of methods , including nonviolent resistance and armed 
struggle. Tensions and conflicts often continued after 



 
10.7c Nationalism in the Middle East was often influenced by factors such as religious beliefs 
and secularism. 

 
 Students will investigate Zionism, the mandates created at the end of World War I, and 

Arab nationalism. 
 Students will examine the creation of the State of Israel and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 



10.9a Technological changes in communication and transportation systems allow for 
instantaneous interconnections and new networks of exchange between people and places that 
have lessened the effects of time and distance.  

 
 Students will explore how information is accessed, exchanged, and controlled and how 

business is conducted in light of changing technology. 
 Students will investigate the causes and effects of, and responses to, one infectious 

disease (e.g., malaria, HIV/AIDS). 
 
10.9b Globalization is contentious, supported by some and criticized by others. 

 
 Students will compare and contrast arguments supporting and criticizing globalization 

by examining concerns including: 
• free market, export-oriented economies vs. localized, sustainable activities 
• development of a mixed economy in China and China’s role in the global 

economy 
• multinational corporations and cartels (e.g., Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries) 
• roles of the World Trade Organization, the World Bank, the International 

Monetary Fund, and microfinance institutions  
• economic growth and economic downturns (e.g., recession, depression) on a 

national and a global scale 



 

10.10 HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS: Since the Holocaust, human rights violations have 
generated worldwide attention and concern. The United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights has pro vided a set of principles to guide efforts to protect threatened groups 
and has served as a lens through which historical occurrences of oppression can be 
evaluated.   
(Standards: 2, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, SOC, GOV, CIV) 

 
10.10a Following World War II, the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948) was written.  This provides a set of principles to guide efforts to protect threatened 
groups. 

 
 Students will investigate and analyze the historical context of the Holocaust, Nuremberg 

Trials, and Tokyo Trials and their impacts on the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

 Students will examine the articles contained in the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

 
10.10b Governments, groups, and individuals have responded in various ways to the human 
atrocities committed in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

 
 Students will explore multinational treaties and international court systems that bind 

countries to adhere to international human rights. 
 Students will explore international organizations that work to maintain peace, stability, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 11–12  
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science , and Technical Subjects  
 
Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 



Production and Distribution of Writing  
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

7. Conduct short and more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over-reliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection and research. 



3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premis



 

Grade 11: Unifying Themes aligned to Key Ideas  

 
  Key 

Ideas 
11.1 11.2 11.3 11.4 11.5 11.6 11.7 11.8 11.9 11.10 11.11 

 Themes             

1 
Individual 
Development and 
Cultural Identity  
(ID) 

 

           

2 
Development, 
Movement, and 
Interaction of Cultures 
(MOV 

 

           

3 
Time, Continuity, and 
Change 
(TCC) 



Grade 11: United States History and Government  
 
Grade 11 begins with the colonial and constitutional foundations of the United States and explores 
the government structure and functions written in the Constitution. The development of the nation 
and the political, social, and economic factors that led to the challenges our nation faced in the Civil 
War are addressed. Industrialization, urbanization, and the accompanying problems are examined, 
along with America’s emergence as a world power, the two world wars of the 20th century, and the 
Cold War.   Students explore the expansion of the federal government, the threat of terrorism , and 
the place of the United States in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world. 

 
 
11.1 COLONIAL FOU2.6(enm)]T(NI)4.6(g5(e U)w)2.3(9te)-2.1(en)4.w 0..7(L)-8.4(O)4T(NI)4.6(g-8.4(2 Tw 0 -1.176(f t)2.(y)]TJ<I)4.6(4(nc)-)4.8(9( g)9..e U)w)2.Bty



 
11.2 CONSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS (1763 – 1824): Growing political and economic 
tensions led the American colonists to declare their independence from Great Britain. Once 
independent, the new na tion confronted the challenge of creating a stable federal republic. 
(Standards: 1, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, CIV, ECO) 
 

11.2a Following the French and Indian War, the British government attempted to gain greater 
political and economic control over the colonies. Colonists resisted these efforts, leading to 



focusing on the roles of the Electoral College and Congress in 1800 and the Electoral 
College and the Supreme Court in 2000. 

 Students will examine Supreme Court cases, including Marbury v. Madison, 
McCulloch v. Maryland, and Gibbons v. Ogden, and analyze how these decisions 
strengthened the powers of the federal government.  
 

11.3 EXPANSION, NATIONALISM, AND SECTIONALISM (1800 – 1865) : As the nation expanded, 
growing sectional tensions, especially over slavery, resulted in political and constitutional 
crises that culminated in the Civil War . 
(Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GEO, GOV, ECO, TECH) 

 
11.3a American nationalism was both strengthened and challenged by territorial expansion and 
economic growth. 

 
 Students will examine how the Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, and the 

Monroe Doctrine strengthened nationalism. 
 Students will examine the market revolution, including technological developments, 

the development of transportation networks, the growth of domestic industries, the 
increased demands for free and enslaved labor, the changing role of women, and the 
rise of political democracy. 

 Students will examine Jackson’s presidency, noting the ways it strengthened 
presidential power yet challenged constitutional principles in the case of Worcester 
v. Georgia (1832), including the controversy concerning the Indian Removal Act and 
its implementation. 

 
11.3b Different perspectives concerning constitutional, political, economic, and social issues 
contributed to the growth of sectionalism. 

 
 Students will compare different perspectives on States rights by examining the 

Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions and the nullification crisis. 
 Students will investigate the development of the abolitionist movement, focusing on 

Nat Turner’s Rebellion, Sojourner Truth, William Lloyd Garrison (The Liberator), 
Frederick Douglass (The Autobiography of Frederick Douglass and The North Star), 
and Harriet Beecher Stowe (Uncle Tom’s Cabin).   

 Students will examine the emergence of the women’s rights movement out of the 
abolitionist movement, including the role of the Grimké sisters, Lucretia Mott, and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and evaluate the demands made at the Seneca Falls 
Convention (1848). 

 Students will examine the issues surrounding the expansion of slavery into new 
territories, by exploring the Missouri Compromise, Manifest Destiny, Texas and the 
Mexican-American war, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred 
Scott decision, and John Brown’s raid. 
 

11.3c Long-standing disputes over States rights and slavery and the secession of Southern 
states from the Union, sparked by the election of Abraham Lincoln, led to the Civil War.  After 
the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing the slaves became a major Union goal. 
The Civil War resulted in tremendous human loss and physical destruction.  

 
 Students will compare the relative strengths of the Union and the Confederacy in 

terms of industrial capacity, transportation facilities, and military leadership, and 
evaluate the reasons why the North prevailed over the South and the impacts of the 
war.   
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• W. E. B. Du Bois and the founding of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the publication of The Crisis, and 
the Silent Protest (1917) 

 
11.6 THE RISE OF AMERICAN POWER (1890 – 1920): Numerous factors contributed to the 
rise of the United States as a world power. Debates over the United States’ role in  world 
affairs increased in response to overseas expansion and involvement in World War I.  United 
States participation in the war had important effects on American society.  
(Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4: Themes: GEO, SOC, GOV, ECO)  

 
11.6a In the late 1800s, various strategic and economic factors led to a greater focus on foreign 
affairs and debates over the United States’ role in the world. 

 
 Students will examine factors such as the economic and strategic interests that led the 

United States to seek foreign markets, resources, and coaling stations, including interest 
in Hawaii. 

 Students will investigate the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War, evaluating 
Spanish, Cuban, and United States interests and actions. 

 Students will examine debates between anti-imperialists and imperialists surrounding 
ratification of the Treaty of Paris of 1898 and annexation of the Philippines. 

 



11.7a The 1920s was a time of cultural change in the country, characterized by clashes between 
modern and traditional values.   

 
 Students will examine the cultural trends associated with the Roaring Twenties, 

including women’s efforts at self-expression and their changing roles. 
 Students will examine the impact of Prohibition on American society.  
 Students will examine change in immigration policy as reflected by the passage of the 

Quota Acts of the 1920s. 
 Students will examine the reasons for the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan. 
 Students will examine the key issues related to the Scopes trial. 
 

11.7b African Americans continued to struggle for social and economic equality while 
expanding their own thriving and unique culture.  African American cultural achievements were 
increasingly integrated into national culture. 

 
 Students will examine literary and artistic contributions associated with the Harlem 

Renaissance and its impact on national culture. 
 Students will examine the rise of African American racial pride and Black Nationalism, 

including the role of Marcus Garvey. 
 
11.7c For many Americans, the 1920s was a time of prosperity.  However, underlying economic 
problems, reflected in the stock market crash of 1929, led to the Great Depression. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s responses to the Great Depression increased the role of the federal 
government. 

 
 Students will examine the reasons for economic prosperity during the 1920s. 
 Students will examine the underlying weaknesses of the economy that led to the 

stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression.    
 Students will compare and contrast the responses of Presidents Herbert Hoover and 

Franklin D. 



 Students will examine how technological advancements altered the nature of war and 
the extent of its devastation, including the use of air power over civilian targets and 
President Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb against the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 
11.8b United States entry into World War II had a significant impact on American society.  
 

 Students will examine United States mobilization efforts and wartime production and 
their effects on unemployment rates. 

 Students will examine the reasons for President Roosevelt’s executive order for 
Japanese removal, the impact of removal on Japanese people living in the United States, 
and the Supreme Court’s decision in Korematsu v. United States (1944). 

 Students will examine the contributions of women, African Americans, Native 
Americans, Asian Americans, Mexican workers, and Mexican Americans to the war 
effort, as well as the discrimination that they experienced in the military and workforce.  

 
11.8c In response to World War II and the Holocaust, the United States played a major role in 
efforts to prevent such human suffering in the future. 
 

 Students will investigate American officials' knowledge of the Holocaust, evaluating the 
degree to which intervention may have been possible. 

 Students will examine the contributions of Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson and 
his arguments made as Chief Prosecutor for the United States at the Nuremberg War 
Crimes trials.  

 Students will investi





 
11.10b Individuals, diverse groups, and organizations have sought to bring about change in 
American society through a variety of methods.  

 
 Students will trace the following efforts in terms of issues/goals, key individuals and 

groups, and successes/limitations: 
 Modern women’s movement (e.g., The Feminine Mystique [1963], National 

Organization for Women , Equal Pay Act and Title IX, Roe v. Wade) 
 Native Americans (e.g., American Indian Movement, Russell Means, native 

identity , and land claims) 
 Brown Power (Chicano) movement (e.g., Cesar Chavez, United Farm 

Workers) 
 



 Students will trace United States foreign policy regarding Bosnia, Rwanda, and Kosovo, 
exploring the tension between defending human rights and the reluctance to intervene 
stemming from the Vietnam syndrome.  

 
11.11b In response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the United States launched 
the War on Terror, which involved controversial foreign and domestic policies.  

 
 Students will trace the reactions to the September 11, 2001, attacks, including 

responses of the American public, the authorization of the War on Terror, the invasion 
of Afghanistan, and the passage of the USA PATRIOT Act. 

 Students will examine the decision to invade Iraq, which was based on allegations 
concerning weapons of mass destruction, and trace the course of the war.  

 Students will evaluate the USA PATRIOT Act, including constitutional issues raised 
about the violation of civil liberties by the federal government’s electronic surveillance 
programs. 

 
11.11c Globalization and advances in technology have affected the United States economy and 
society. 

 
 Students will examine the positive and negative consequences of globalization in 

relation to the United States economy.  
 Students will investigate the role of multinational corporations and their influence on 

both the United States economy and on other countries around the world. 
 Students will examine the economic relationship and the strategic rivalry between the 

United States and China. 
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including the electoral college and winner-take all systems. Advantages and drawbacks of 
election processes and mechanisms continue to be an issue of ongoing debate in the United 
States.  
 
12.G4b Allowing citizens to vote does not ensure that a system is a democracy.  Open, safe, 
and honest elections are essential to a democratic system. Engaged and informed citizens 



 

Grade 12: Economics, the Enterprise System, and Finance  
 
“Economics, the Enterprise System, and Finance” examines the principles of the United States free 
market economy in a global context. Students will examine their individual responsibility for 
managing their personal finances. Students will analyze the role of supply and demand in 
determining the prices individuals and businesses face in the product and factor markets, and the 
global nature of these markets. Students will study changes to the workforce in the United States, 
and the role of entrepreneurs in our economy, as well as the effects of globalization. Students will 
explore the challenges facing the United States free market economy in a global environment and 
various policy-making opportunities available to government to address these challenges.  
 
12.E1 INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THE ECONOMY: Individuals should set personal 
financial goals, recognize their income needs  and debt obligations, and know how to utilize 
effective budgeting, borrowing, and investment strategies to maximize well -being.   
 

12.E1a In making economic decisions in any role, individuals should consider the set of 
opportunities that they have, their resources (e.g., income and wealth), their preferences, and 
their ethics. 
 
12.E1b Sound personal financial (money management) practices take into account wealth and 
income, the present and the future, and risk factors when setting goals and budgeting for 
anticipated saving and spending. Cost-benefit analysis is an important tool for sound decision 
making. All financial investments carry with them varying risks and rewards that must be fully 
understood in order to make informed decisions. Greater rewards generally come with higher 
risks. 
 
12.E1c Managing personal finance effectively requires an understanding of the forms and 
purposes of financial credit, the effects of personal debt, the role and impact of interest, and the 
distinction between nominal and real returns. Predatory lending practices target and affect 
those who are least informed and can least afford such practices. Interest rates reflect perceived 
risk, so maintaining a healthy credit rating lowers the cost of borrowing.  
 
12.E1d To be an informed participant in the global economy, one must be aware of inflation and 
have an understanding of how international currencies fluctuate in value relative to the United 
States dollar.  

 
12. E2 INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES IN THE PRODUCT AND FACTOR MARKETS: Free 
enterprise is a pillar of the United States economy and is based on the principle that 
individuals and businesses are free to make their own economic choices as they participate 
in these markets. Individuals buy the goods and services that they desire from businesses in 
the product markets, and they contribute to producing these goods and services by 
supplying the resources that they own to businesses in the factor markets.  

 
12.E2a Given that the resources of individuals (and societies) are limited, decisions as to what 
goods and services will be produced and to whom to sell one’s resources are driven by 
numerous factors, including a 



power in the product market.  Product market supply and demand determine product 
availability and pricing. 

 
 12.E2c Businesses choose what to supply in the product market, based on product market 
prices, available technology, and prices of factors of production. The prices of those factors are 
determined based on supply and demand in the factor market.  The supply and demand of each 
factor market is directly related to employment.  Debates surround various ways to minimize 
unemployment (frictional, structural, cyclical). 

 
12.E3 THE IMPACT OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY:  There are various 
economic systems in the world. The United States operates within a mixed, free market 
economy that is characterized by competition and a limited role of government in economic 
affairs. Economic policy makers face considerable challenges w ithin a capitalist system, 
including unemployment, inflation, poverty, and environmental consequences.  Globalization 
increases the complexity of these challenges significantly , and has exerted strong and 
transformative effects on workers and entrepreneurs in the United States economy.  
 

12.E3a As the United States has evolved from an agrarian to an industrial to an information 
economy, the workplace requires a more highly skilled and educated workforce.  

 
12.E3b The government’s evolving role in protecting property rights, regulating working 
conditions, protecting the right to bargain collectively, and reducing discrimination in the 
workplace has attempted to balance the power between workers and employers. This role 
shifts in response to government’s need to stimulate the economy balanced against the need to 
curb abusive business practices. 
 
12.E3c The freedom of the United States economy encourages entrepreneurialism. This is an 
important factor behind economic growth that can lead to intended consequences (e.g., growth, 
competition, innovation, improved standard of living, productivity, specialization, trade, 
outsourcing, class mobility, positive externalities) and unintended consequences (e.g., 
recession, depression, trade, unemployment, outsourcing, generational poverty, income 
inequality, the challenges of class mobility, negative externalities.). 
 
12.E3d A degree of regulation, oversight, or government control is necessary in some markets 
to ensure free and fair competition and to limit unintended consequences of American 
capitalism. Government attempts to protect the worker, ensure property rights, and to regulate 
the marketplace, as well as to promote income equality and social mobility, have had varied 
results. 

 
12.E3e The degree to which economic inequality reflects social, political, or economic injustices 
versus individual choices is hotly debated. The role that the government should play in 
decreasing this gap, including the variety of government programs designed to combat poverty, 
is debated as well. 

 
12.E4 THE TOOLS OF ECONOMIC POLICY IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY:  Globalization and 
increased economic interdependence affect the United States economy significantly. The 
tools that the policy makers have available to address these issues are fiscal policy, 
monetary policy, and trade policy.  

 
12.E4a Policy makers establish economic goals related to economic indicators, including the 
Gross National Product (GNP), Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
employment and interest rates, and aggregate supply and demand. 
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12.E4b The president and Congress determine fiscal policy by establishing the level of spending 
and taxing in the annual budget.  Some tax programs are designed to provide incentives to 
individuals and businesses that influence private sector spending, saving, and investment. 
 
12.E4c The Federal Reserve is the government institution responsible for managing the nation’s 
monetary policy, including regulating the amount of money in circulation and interest rates.  
 
12.E4d Trade policies and agreements (tariffs, quotas, embargoes) set the rules for trade 
between the United States and other nations. Agreeing on such rules is very difficult because 
each nation has different interests, and each nation has special interest groups trying to 
influence the negotiations. 
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