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Resource : 
Using a Genre -based, Multilingual Approach to Prepare for the 

English Language Arts Regents Exam 

Introduction: 





https://www.cuny-nysieb.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Translanguaging-Guide-March-2013.pdf
https://www.cuny-nysieb.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Translanguaging-Guide-March-2013.pdf
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-\NYSED 
You can also do an analysis of recent Regents exams and come up with a list of key words 
and/or anchor concepts that have appeared multiple times on the test. This can include words 
that are important for understanding the exam itself and those that relate to common topics 
that have been included on the exam. Then, you can have students look up those words using 
bilingual dictionaries and create a list of those words in both English and the home language. 
�d�Z���•�����Á�}�Œ���• �����v �������}�u�����‰���Œ�š���}�( �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���}�Á�v �^�‰���Œ�•�}�v���o�����]���š�]�}�v���Œ�]���•�_���š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç �����v �l�����‰ �]�v 
their notebooks and use to practice their bilingual dictionary skills. These can be shared and 
�µ�•���������Ç �}�š�Z���Œ �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U�����v�� ���Œ�������•�‰�����]���o�o�Ç �µ�•���(�µ�o���(�}�Œ �����š�������Z���Œ �š�} �•���À�����������}�‰�Ç �(�}�Œ �š�Z�����v���Æ�š���Ç�����Œ�[�• 
class and newcomers. 

Classroom example 
An ENL teacher in Queens who worked with a group of 11th grade MLLs/ELLs gave her students 
three paragraphs from a reading comprehension passage. Since all the students in her class 
shared Spanish as a home language, she provided them wit
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-\NYSED 
�x Develop a counter-argument 

�&�}�Œ �W���Œ�š���ï�[�• �š���Æ�š-analysis task, you ca
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FOR/AGAINST EVIDENCE ORGANIZER 

FOR: Statement/Claim
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-\NYSED 
�&�}�Œ �W���Œ�š���ï�[�• �š���Æ�š-analysis response task, you can encourage students to go through the 
following annotation steps as they read both the task and the accompanying text excerpt: 

�x Read the excerpt and, using your home languages annotate Who, What, Why, How, 
asking yourself: 

o Who is the passage about? 
o What is happening to them? 
o Why is it happening? 
o How is the writer telling the story (writing strategy)? 

�x Decide what you think the big idea or message is (i.e.: the central idea of the excerpt) 
�x Underline text evidence that helps convey the central idea and use your home 
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-\NYSED 
Classroom example: 
An 11th grade ELA teacher in Brooklyn was preparing her MLLs/ELLs for the ELA Regents exam 
and did a close read of several recent exams to look for general academic vocabulary that might 
have cognates in the main languages of her students: Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole. As 
she read, she found many cognates, including some whole phrases from the exam, such as: 

�^�D���]�v�š���]�v �����(�}�Œ�u���o���Á�Œ�]�š�]�v�P �•�š�Ç�o���_ 
�^�D���v�š���v���Œ �µ�v ���•�š�]�o�} �(�}�Œ�u���o�����������•���Œ�]�š�µ�Œ�����~�^�‰���v�]�•�Z�• 
�^�D���]�v�š���v�]�Œ �µ�v �•�š�Ç�o�����(�}�Œ�u���o�����–� ���Œ�]�š�µ�Œ���_���~�&�Œ���v���Z�• 
�^�<���v�������Ç�}�v �•�š�Ç�o�����(�~�u���o���v���v ���l�Œ�]�_���~�,���]�š�]���v ���Œ���}�o���• 

Using what she found, the teacher created a cognate and etymology chart that she put up on 
the wall of her classroom. With the help of the MLLs/ELLs in the classroom, as well as several 
bilingual staff members, the teacher continued to find new cognates and shared word parts on 
the ELA Regents and added to the chart. In preparation for the exam, the MLLs/ELLs studied the 
cognates and shared word parts in the personal charts that they kept in their notebooks so that 
they would recognize them when they took the exam. 

22 
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Part III: 
An ELA Regents Exam Project �t Students Teach Students through a Genre-

based, Multilingual Approach 

�t�����}�(�š���v �š�Z�]�v�l �}�( ���v ���Æ���u ���• �����]�v�P �•���‰���Œ���š�����(�Œ�}�u �^�Œ�����o���Á�}�Œ�o���_�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����•�X�����/�v�š���P�Œ���š�]�v�P ����
project-based approach to preparing for the ELA Regents exams engages students as 
knowledge producers and capitalizes on the skills they bring to the classroom. Project-
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