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To: District Superintendents, Superintendents of Districts, and Principals of Charter Schools 

From:  Ira Schwartz, Associate Commissioner  

Subject: Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Accountability Status for 2018-19: Goals and 

Measures of Interim Progress (MIP), and Timeline for Preliminary Identification, Final 

Identification, and Public Release 

Date:  October 2018 

 

On December 10, 2015, the ESSA was signed into law by President Obama.  This bipartisan 
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018.pdf
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 The following is an example of how the state goals and school MIP was set for the All Students 

subgroup in grades 3-8 ELA:  

 

Goal or MIP Year State School A 

http://portal.nysed.gov/portal/page/pref/PortalApp
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The school and district MIPs were set using 2016-17 school year performance as the baseline.  

The Department intends to keep the MIPs unchanged until the end of the 2021-22 school year, unless 

there is a significant change to the underlyin

mailto:accountinfo@nysed.gov
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Regents Exam Level 1  Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Social Studies 0-54 55-64 65-84 85-100 

 

Elementary-Middle Schools: Weighted Average Achievement Index, Core Subject Performance 

Index 

 

At the elementary-middle level, ELA, mathematics and science achievement will be calculated 

in two different ways.  As required by USDE, the Department will calculate a Weighted Average 

Achievement Index (which is influenced by the number of students who do not participate in the 

assessments), and a separate Core Subject Performance Index (which is 
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High Schools: Determination of Composite Performance 

 

 At the high school level, NYSED will calculate a Composite Performance Index by combining 

PIs of ELA, mathematics, science and social studies for the high school accountability cohort and 

applying differentiated weights.  Below is an example of how high school Composite Performance Index 

will be calculated. 

 

Subject PI Weighting Weighted Value Composite Index 

Math 196 3 (196 x 3) = 588 

1739 ÷ 9 = 193 
ELA 202 3 (202 x 3) = 606 

Science 185 2 (185 x 2) = 370 

Social Studies 175 1 (175 x 1) = 175 

  Sum = 9 Sum = 1739 193 

 

4-, 5-, and 6-year Cohort Graduation Rates 

 

 Beginning with the 2017-18 school year data, NYSED will use the performance of 4-, 5-, and 6-

year cohorts to measure graduation rate achievement.  Each of the cohort’s graduation rate is assigned 

an achievement level between 1 and 4 using the aforementioned MIP matrix table. Additionally, the 

three cohort levels are averaged to determine the combined 4-, 5-, and 6-year cohort graduation rate 

level.  

 

Measuring Student Growth 

 

Student Growth is based on grades 4-8 Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) that compare students 

across the state to those who had similar scores in prior year(s).  Three years of ELA and mathematics 

SGPs for all students in the subgroup are added together and then divided by the number of results for 

those grades/subjects to create the Mean Growth Percentile (MGP) or Growth Index.  

 

Year  Number of 

ELA SGPs 

Number of 

Math SGPs 

SUM of ELA 

SGPs 

Sum of Math 

SGPs 

2017-18 30 31 1600 1578 

2016-17 29 32 1306 
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The MGP is then assigned a level between 1 and 4 using the table given below. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

45 or less Level 1 

45.1 - 50 Level 2 

50.1 - 54 Level 3 

>54 Level 4 

 

Measuring English Language Proficiency (ELP) 

 NYSED will use the performance of New York State English as a Second Language 

Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) to measure the individual progress made by English Language 

Learners (ELL).  Based on the 2016-17 administration of the NYSESLAT students, will be classified 

into five performance levels: Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, Expanding, and Commanding.  

Students who achieve an overall scale score in the Commanding range have demonstrated English 

proficiency and may exit ELL status.  Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, and Expanding levels each 

year are broken into four quartiles based on the scores of all students in the same grade level who earned 

that performance level statewide.  Forward movement within the four quartiles (for example, moving 

from 1st quartile to 4th quartile) is considered making 0.75 progress points worth of growth.  Depending 

on each student’s performance level and the number of years the student received ELL service, the 

student is required to meet the progress target (as shown in transition matrix below) for the district or 

school to get credit for the student’s performance. 

 

 NYSESLAT Level 

Earned in Initial Year 

of Identification 

Progress Target from Previous Year to Current Year for Students Who Have 

Been in ELL Status for: 
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Year of 

ELL 

Status 

Entering 

Quartiles 

Emerging  

Quartiles 

Transitioning 

Quartiles 

Expanding 

Quartiles 
Commanding 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 

3

http://portal.nysed.gov/portal/page/pref/PortalApp
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018.pdf
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1. The all students subgroup’s 2013 4-year cohort graduation rate is less than 67%, and either 

the 2012 5-year or the 2011 6-year cohort graduation rate is not above 66%. 

2. The all students subgroup meets one of the five scenarios given in the table below. 

 

Scenario  

Composite 

Performance 

Level 

Growth 

Level or 

Graduation 

Rate Level  

Combined 

Composite 

& Growth 

Level (or 

Graduation 

Rate 

Level) ELP Level 

ELA & 

Math 

Progress 

Level 

Chronic 

Absenteeism 

Level 

College, 

Career 

and Civic 

Readiness 

Level (for 

High 

Schools) 

1 Both Level 1 Level 1 

Any Level 

(None, 1-4) Any Level 

2 Either Level 1 Level 1 None Any One Level 1 

3 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 1 Any Level 

4 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Any One Level 1 

5 Either Level 1 Level 1 

Level 3 or 

Level 4 Any Two Level 1 

  

A school will be preliminarily identified as TSI if the school was in Priority School or Focus 

School status in the 2017-18 school year and any of the school’s accountable subgroups met one of the 

aforementioned scenarios.   

 

A district with an identified CSI or TSI school will be preliminarily identified as a Target District. 

A district that was in Focus status during the 2017-18 school year and whose All Students subgroup 
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Alternatively, the school will exit CSI status if the school is not on the list of CSI schools created every 

three years. 

 

To exit TSI status, the low-performing subgroups of students in the school must for two 

consecutive years be above the levels that would cause the school to be identified for the subgroup(s) of 

students for which the schools has been identified as TSI.  In addition, the school must not be newly 

identified for any subgroup of students.   

 

If a school is required to implement a participation rate improvement plan, the school may not 

exit CSI or TSI status if the group(s) for which the school is identified is performing at Level 1 on the 

Weighted Average Achievement indicator.  

 

Final Identification of CSI and TSI Schools 

   

Later this fall, NYSED will inform the identified districts and charters of their final ESSA 

accountability status.  The Department will also inform districts and charters on the status of appeals 

received (if any).  Subsequently, the Department will publicly release the lists of CSI Schools, TSI 

Schools, and Target Districts.   

 

Next Steps for Districts 

 

The Department is committed to ensuring that districts and charters are aware of the next steps 

in the identification and intervention process.  To that end, there are several key dates that should be 

noted: 

 

¶ October  2018 – District and school goals and MIPs posted to IRS Portal. Please review these and 

submit appeal by November 2, 2018 if there is a justification for revising a MIP. 

¶ November 2018 – Preliminary CSI School, TSI School and Target Districts identified.   

o If applicable, districts should prepare and submit appeals of preliminary status determinations 

to the Commissioner.  The appeal process and form will be detailed in the notification letter. 

¶ December 2018: Final identification of CSI Schools, TSI Schools, and Target Districts. Public 

release of identified schools and districts. 

¶ December 18th -20th, 2018: NYSED will host a statewide orientation meeting for districts with 

CSI schools (including CSI Receivership schools) and TSI schools in Albany on December 18-

20.  Districts with identified schools will be required to send at least ONE representative to 

attend some or all of the orientation meetings, depending on the identification status of schools.  

More information about the orientation meetings, including the specific staff who will be 

required to attend, will be sent under a separate cover. 
 

Please note:  A charter school identified as a CSI or TSI school shall take such actions as are required by 

its charter authorizer pursuant to Article 56 of the Education Law consistent with the charter agreement 

that each charter school has with its charter authorizer.   

 

Additional Resources related to ESSA and District and School Accountability 

 

 The Department has created an ESSA website which includes mini-webinars on the different 

components of the new ESSA school and district accountability system, in addition to helpful parent and 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa.html
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Questions concerning the information contained in this memo should be directed to: 

accountinfo@nysed.gov.  

 

 cc: MaryEllen Elia 

Jhone Ebert  

Angelica Infante-Green 

Stephen Earley 

Jason Harmon 

 Lisa Long  

  

mailto:accountinfo@nysed.gov




17 

 

  

High School ELA 

Group Name 

2016-17 

Baseline 

2017-18 

MIP 

2018-19 

MIP 

2019-20 

MIP 

2020-21 

MIP 

2021-22 

Long 
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Attachment B 

 
Instructions for Completing the Measures of Interim Progress (MIP) Appeal Form  

 
This form must be completed and certified by the Superintendent (for New York City, the Chancellor).  It must be 

submitted via e-mail to accountinfo@mail.nysed.gov by Friday, November 2, 2018.  

To appeal the measures of interim progress set by the Department for the period 2017-18 to 2021-22, districts and 

charter schools must submit a completed, signed, and dated Measures of Interim Progress (MIP) Appeal Form with all 

required supporting evidence. Districts/charter schools must submit the appeal by Friday, November 2, 2018. Appeals 

may be granted if the district/charter school can prove to the satisfaction of NYSED that from 2016-17 to 2017-18 there 

was a significant change to the characteristics of student population, or a grade re-configuration change was done. 

Districts seeking an appeal for individual schools within the district must submit one form per school being appealed.  

The district must identify the BEDS codes and the reason for the appeal requests and provide evidence to support the 

appeal. 

After review of the appeal, the Department will inform the district/charter school regarding the status of the appeal. If 

the appeal is granted, then the district/charter school will be notified about the changed MIP(s). 

 

Completing the Appeal Form: 

1.

1.1.

mailto:accountinfo@mail.nysed.gov
mailto:accountinfo@nysed.gov
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